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Last week 6 of our senior students were successful in gaining their Learner’s
Driving Permit. This was an amazing result and it was thanks to the planning,
teaching and support by our staff, especially Mitchell Reed and Ben Curnow,
that our students were successful. Over the past Term, the students have
been studying the road rules, practicing online tests, participating in lectures
from Roads Victoria staff and gaining expert advice from Skidz Driving School
(including experience in driving a vehicle in controlled conditions). Gaining
their learner’s permit is a huge step towards our students becoming
independent. Well done to all.
Last Friday, 10 of our students from the Middle and Senior Departments
participated in the Gippsland Special Netball competition. Our students won
the grand final and came back with gold medals and beaming smiles. The staff
were incredibly proud of the students’ sportsmanship as well as their
behaviour and of course, their sporting ability. Well done to all involved.
Next week is National e-Smart week. The web is a great place to learn, be
creative and stay connected. However, with one in five young Australians
found to have been cyber bullied – and the many other challenges young
people face online – it is important we invest in giving our students the skills
they need to be responsible digital citizens. Some of our children have
negative experiences with social media, so I encourage you as parents to step
into your child’s online life. Be aware of the apps they are using and talk to
them about safety online.
Please take the time to read the attached “Top 10 Cyber Safety Tips” with
your child.
On Monday, the staff spent the day learning more about the Professional
Learning Community initiative, looking at ways to provide more engaging
recess/lunch breaks, understanding student communication and play and
completing online professional learning in relation to workplace safety.

Take care

Barb Olsen

A LOOK INSIDE ROOM 15
Hi everyone and welcome to Room 15!!
Great things have been happening in our room.
Here are some of the activities that we’ve been up to over the school year.
Earlier on this year we attended some great out of school activities which included a tour of the East Gippsland Truck
Centre, lunch at Paynesville, shopping around town and a great trip to the Art Gallery where we learnt some computer
programming. An historical tour and exploring day at the Bairnsdale Cemetery was also a very interesting day out.
A highlight of our excursion days was going to Maria’s stud cattle farm where we met all sorts of farm animals and enjoyed
a wonderful morning tea. We were able to meet some awesome chooks, cows, farm dogs, mini Shetland ponies and most of
all, David and Penny who made us feel very welcome to their property. The manmade wetland was just beautiful to see
with all of the birds and wildlife.
Throughout the year our class has participated in Workstations in which we have begun a beautification project around
the entrance of the school. We have also been busy working in the vegetable garden planting a variety of vegetables which
we then use in our cooking program, resulting in students trying new foods.
Our class had many students participate in our annual sports day with everyone having a blast.
Goodbye for now from Room 15.
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This year our school concert will be held on Wednesday October 16th.
Like last year it will be a daytime concert and will commence at 12.00pm.
The venue of our concert is the Riviera Christian Centre 103 Dargo Rd
Bairnsdale.

Although the daytime concert can cause difficulties for some families it allows all of our
Students, including those from Lakes Entrance and Orbost, an opportunity to be
involved. A digital copy of the concert video will be available to all families at NO charge
to enjoy at home.
This year our school will be performing a musical play based upon the Roald Dahl
“Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”, but with a modern day twist.
We look forward to seeing as many families as possible at “Freddy and the Phone
Factory!”

TOP 10 CYBER SAFETY
TIPS
1. Care about the Share
Social media wants you to share as much as you can bear! But the share should be rare. NEVER share: passwords,
private/personal information, your location.
2. Privacy Matters
If you care about the share, you’ll protect your privacy, no matter what. Regularly check your privacy settings on social
media, and always think before you post. It’s amazing where data ends up – usually all over the internet.
3. Respect the Privacy of Others
Treat others’ privacy as you would your own. Ask for your friends’ permission before uploading photos and videos of
them.
4. Keep Everything Updated
Any idea what causes the most security breaches on the internet? Software that isn’t up-to-date. Seems crazy simple, but
it’s true! Be vigilant about updating software, including apps, anti-virus and even the humble browser.
5. Spam, Spam, Spam, Spammidy-spam
Even with the best anti-spam and malware software – that’s up-to-date – spam is the modern version of junk mail. It’s
everywhere! Learn how to tell the difference between real emails and messages, and dodgy things with dodgy links.
Sometimes they don’t look so dodgy...always be suspicious of hyperlinks in emails.
6. Control the Troll Within
There be trolls out there – beware! Don’t feed them, don’t give them what they want: an angry response. Block/Report the
trolls. But also: resist the inner troll. If you’re not adding something to the debate online, don’t bother. Don’t be part of the
problem.
7. Cyberbullying and Harassment
If you’re being targeted by this kind of behaviour, know what you can do, and where you can get help. Visit the National
Centre Against Bullying website and the Office of the eSafety Commissioner's website.
8. Keep You’re Friends Close and Strangers at Arm’s Length
Do you know how many true friends most people have? Three. Yup, those four thousand and fifty-two Facebook ‘friends’
are a combination of acquaintances, people-you-met-once, people-you-can’t-remember-meeting-once, and probably, some
‘randoms’. They don’t need to know what you had for breakfast, or what concert you went to last night, do they?
9. Feel the Flow – Keep Your Life in Balance
Technology is incredible. Gaming, networking, apps…online shopping! But make sure you take time out and find the right
balance for you. Too long on tech can put the world out of whack.
10. Have Fun, Friend

Always remember to chill out and keep things in perspective. There’s too much information online to take it all in! Focus
on each moment, and enjoy

Richies IGA Key Tags are now available at
Reception.
When you spend money at an IGA
Supermarket at either Paynesville or
Eastwood our school accumulates points,
these points are then converted into
donations that we receive on a regular
basis.
Thanks for helping our school!

